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LEARNED. 


Reaier, 


Be it is poffible char thou maift wonder that I fhould 


meddle wich a werk fo greac , 1 fhall cherefore advife thee 
B/*thou arcnot given upto a Reprobate mind, cotake heed 
that thou do’fl noc wonder {0 aso perith ; and fo have the Scrip- 
cures fulfilied by rhee, which freaks of fuch, és 13. 40, 41. Bue 
_ however, know this, chat rhe Lord is about fech a woik waich fome 

will not beleive, and that becaufe of tae defpifeablenefs of the wa 

and people ; wherefore Paul faith that God hath chofenthe fi soli 
things of this world toconfouad the wife, 1 Cor.1.17. Asalfothe 
bafe things of the world, and things that are difpifed hath Godcho- — 
fen, verfe 28. and thereafon is, “ecaufe that no fiefh fhouldglory 
in his prefence , v. 29. and wich-all have a care thou do’ft not dif- 
pife the way and people of th: Lord, although it doth feem bafe 
unto the world , or becaufe thou feeft fome profeflors walk pre- — 
fanely; neither live in Rebellion aga‘n(t God apon that account for 
that will not excufe thee in the day that God will Judge the world 
in Righteoufnefs, by thac man whom ne hath ordained, 44.17.31. 
yea nor che world only, bat (uch asknoweth to do well,and deth st noty 
fhall be beaten with many Pripes, Luke 12.47. andthac chou maift | 
not wonder fo as to perifh , I fhall give thee fome reafonswhyT — 
meddle with this work which is fo great; firft., becaufe I would 
not refift che Counfell. of God, 1 Pet. 4,20, Secondly , ‘becaufe — 
people {peak evil of che things they underftand got, as it 1s written, 
2 Pet, 2. 12. Thirdly, becaufe I knowing the terror of the Lord, am 
willing co perfwade men not to provoke him to anger by theirima- — 


gining evil againft his people, but co perfwade allmeneverywhere 


to repent, 2 Cor. 5.12. Fourthly, becaule I may fay with tre 
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Lords people ofold, I have not thund co declare tte whole Coun- 
cell of God; which co bach bern revealed, 20. 27. Fiftly, 
becaufe of the peace and touls farisfachon which ts in coe Lord ,. 
and indeed I have much pref. tpirit write touching this 


thine froin the Conideracivn , chac I (ee many goe altray now, as 


well asin dayes pait, AZut. 15.3. Luke 7. 30. sixthl and lalily 
becauié I might noc be found co be under blame in che day of the 
Lo:d, in niding thac knowledy wh'ck Cod hath bellowedscn ney 
Md at and as for all the fe chac blame mie fo: meddleing 
in chis Work, I advife them to have a care whac chey do, for as it 1s 
a vaine thing for men co fa. to fuch whonr are naked and defii.uce 
of foo depart in peece, bz: wara:ed and filled, notwitiltanding, 
abey give them noc thefe chinys which are nzedfull co the body 
James 2.15; 16. even fo it is vain for men with chac athe 
were inl'g wened,and yer rot indeavour thc ir edification » when as 
che end why Ged giveth sifts to men, or Talents, is becaufe chey 
are 10 be as fer onaH Il, Mat. 5.14 15,16. battocome 
ro the ching which is fo much in quettion. 

Firit,. thac J and the people unto the wh'ch Tam related, are fo 
far from acccunting fuch fic co preach Chrift and his Doctrine, that 
are unlearned, that do fay wich the Apottle, that {uch doth reft the 
Scriptures sito their own defiruttion; , 2 Pet. 3.16. bur lett 
fhould be miftaken , I fhall declare according to che Wifdome 
eivenmeofGed, 

Firt; chat fuch who are fene forth by’ the Auchoricy of Chrift, 
have ke learned Chrift, or been with Jefus, and fo-are fic to 
Preach Chrilt and his Do&irine, 44. 4.13. compared with John 
7:17. If any mando his will , he ihall kno of his Doétrine whe- 
be of God, or whether I {peak of my telf from whence I 
cbferve thefe rwe things. 

Firft; thacfuch only are rhe learned in Diviniry, which have firft 
learned him fo as to fulfill his will, or keep his Con.mands as hé 
kept his Fathes Con mands, Joba 5.10. 12. 

Secondly, that all fuch who refufeth to de his will; or keep his 
Commands are unlearned in D vinicy , alchough ‘they “be the 

uenrs-Orators cheife in humane learni 

And feeing there is a hnmane part as well as a  Divin ne part, I fhall 
fpeak cf chem both in forder , but firfito che humanesarc, in the 
which/I fhall anfwer chree queflions firlt, who bach ic 5 
what it is 5 how it is atrained,- 
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Firft, thofe that are fir ro mi. ate fuch who hath it, and lec 
nor any think chat 1 am againft ic, for I own it co be neceflary in acs 
lace, but the time will come in the which chere will be no need of 
it; for che Apofile faith, whether there be tongues it (hall 
ceale, whether there be knowledge st {hall vamjh away, 1 Cor.13.8. 
and this w.li be when chat which is perfect is come,ver, 10.11. ye 3% 
that day the people (hall have a pure Langnage, Leph. 3.9. 
deed this will be when myfiicall Babylon ss utterly deftroyed, Rev. 
18. 14. 20. 22, 23, 24. Kev 14.7,8. compared with Jeremiah , 
50. 1.45, 46. and as for rhe manner how fhe will be dettroyed fee 
the Tipe 11. 
Secondly , that clis humane part is attained by art, through in- 
duftery,“or natural men; fuch who are unegenerac do actaime unto it 
now, as well as in days patt, 
Thirdly, chat this humane part confifts in being able ro {peak and 
write cloquently from Hiftory , touching chings civil and f{pirituall, 
in diveurs Languages andcongues. Buc I fhall come to the {e- 
cond parc (which is Divine) which is fo much talked of, and fo lic- 
tle known, and fo anfwer chefe three queftions. a 
Firft, what itis; fecondly, who hach ic ; and thirdly , how ic is 
a:tained (what itis) I anfwer, che Apofile faith, 4 partaksng of 
the Divine xature throuch the faith of the operation of God Col, 2. 
12, compare 2 Pet. 1.4. avd v, 3. (where he faith ) according as 
his Div ne power hath given unto us all things, and Jeb» faith truly 
Our fellow{hip is with che Father , and with his Son JefiusChritt., 
1 John 1-3. Yea, thisis the love of God which is fhed abroad in 
the hearts of the Saints, by the Holy Ghoft, which is given hy God 
co chem thatcbey him, Rom. 5. 5. Acts 5. 32. | 
Secondl;, chofe who have this Divine part,are fuch as entertaine | 
the love of Gad in cheir fouls, and chereby b:ing forth fruit; AZat. 
13.19. compared with fap. 7. v. 16) 17, 18, 19, 20.- So alfo 
Paul the grace of God that bringeth Salvation, is clar,wh'ch 
reacheth the Saints ro deny all manner of wickednefs; 
13.. compared with chap. 3. 4.°5, | 
Thijdly-. this Divine. part is attained through the receiving of 
Chrift, in beleiving‘on his name,' Jeb» 1; 1-2. for there is no other 
name uncer Heaven, whereby we wuft b2 faved, 4-12. and 
indeed chis is that nanve thae the humane leatned did cou mand che 
Apofiles not to Preach, in v.18. fo chat fuch was the ignorance of 
the humane fearned, chey knew not Jefus, fo as cobeleivein 
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(4). 
him, yea they fill wonder at {uch as Preach Jefus according ts 
theit meafure or by the gift of God,v. 13.compared with 1 Per. 4. 
yo. fuch is their great miftake , chac chey do account che Servants 
Ht of che Lord to have no knowledge in che Law, Jobs +7. 29. for 
ia fay they, haye any of che Rulers, or ofthe Pharifes beleived in 
i him, v. 49. Even fo the way and people of che Lord unto this day 
| | are counced bafe ; and chat by reafon the people are for che moft 
[part poore labouring men, but furely che humane learned doforger 
thofe honourable perfons, namely , David aSheepherd, Amos a 
Heards man, Lwke a Phyfitian, Peter and John Fifhermen, and Paul 
, Lent-makef,buc I shall fpeak more fully in theAn{wer co the fixth 
‘Queries , and in indeed as Chrift faith, Afat. 15.14. When the 
lind leadsthe blind,they needs fallin the ditch: And whereas 
Objeéted byfome, the Lords making ufe of Fifher-men and 
in days palt, ic Was upon an extraordinary accounc, I 
an{wer, if the Lord thought fic to make choyce of them in his great 
‘and excraordinary work focalled , then chere is the lefs reafon for 
iW theiObjeétion, and as che Lord faith, Ge#.6.5. The imagination 
of the thought of mans heart are evil continually I {hall now come 
| oF | offer {ome Keafons ro prove none fic co Preach Chrift but the 
eaned; in Divimicy, becaufe if unlearned in Divinity, then 
they will not underftand what they fay, 2 Pet. 3. 15. Secondly, be- * 
|  caufe if unlearned,they will be gilty of chat evil,fpoken of byChrift, 
Mat. 7. 3, 4. And why beholdeft thou the Afote that inthy Bro- 
: thers eye, but confidereft not the Beam that ws in thine own eye, com- 
pared with che 4 and 6. fo that the unlearned are wholly unfit co 
teach. Thirdly, becaufeiffuch reprove fin, who allow of finin | 
chemfelves, then the reproved , will be ready co fay to the repro- 
ver, reprove thy felf, and fhew us a good example, alfo fee Rem, 2. 
1, Fourthly, becaufe if unlearned, then chey will noc in meeknefs 
inftrué chofe that oppofe them(lelves,as faich, 2 Tim.2.24.buc 
contrarywile fay co chofe , they fuppofe in Error you are fit to be 
hanged. out of the way, and fo take him Jaylor. Fifthly, becaufe 
if unlearned , then they will {peak and aé& in the wifdome of che 
fi¢fh, and not in the Wifdome of God, when as men ought to do, 
all chat they do; in the Lord ; but this i¢'a@hatd Leflott, who are 
unlearned in Divinity. Sixthly, becaufe ifunleafned, then they 
Preach Chrift out of envy, filchy fucte, hatred, and nor 
in|love co Chrift, 1 Pet. 5. Seventhly , becaufe if unlearned , 
an then chey will reft che Scriptures co cheis own deftruction , for un- 
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to the wicked God faith , what (32 thou to doto declare mySca-* 


tutes, or that thou take my Covenantinto thy mouth, 
feeing chou hateft infruétions, and calteth my words bebind thee, 
Pfal. 50. 26,17. 8thly, Becaufe if unlearnedin Divinicy , chen 
they w Il ceach for Dogtrine the traditions of men, cMat.15. 3. 
6. 9. and fo oppofe che Counfell of Ged, which faich, if ay man 
let bim{ peak, as the Oracles of God, 1 Pet. 4. 11. Ninth- 
ly and laftly, becaufe fuch who are not taught by the love of God 
in Chrift, chat living infallible teacher of Richteoufmels, can- 
not teach exceptablely to God, but are men pleafers, therefore can- 
not be the Servants of Chrift, as ic is faid, Gas. 1.10. yeafuch who 
Preach Chrift out of fome finifter end, or out of envy, or for filchy 
lucre fake are unlearned , 1 Phs/.15,16. Pet. 5.2. fohaving 
in breife fhewed that there is a Divine part , as well as a humane 5 
I fhall offer fome reafons mhy fo many are miftaken abouc this 
thing. 

Ent becaufe they content themfelves in a bare reading or hear- 
ing the Scriptures read, not regarding whether they arein tae 
practife of thofe things in them declared ; and hence ic is that they 
{peak evil and perfecute the way and people of che Lord, Gal. 4, 
29. 
* Seconds . they hate the light which difcovereth the deeds of 
darknefs, Joh 3. 19. 20,21. 

Thirdly , They love the pras(e of men, more then the praifeof 
God, Jebn 12. 43. Notwithftanding the fpiric {peaketh exprefly , 


the friendfhip of the workd, is emnity with God, James 4. 4, 


Yeaif axy mar love the world, the love of the Father is not in him, 
1 2. 15. 


Fourthly, theydonot confider their latter end, neither the 


things thac make for their everlafting peace, Demt.32.29. Luke 


19: 41, 42. Pfal. 81. 13. 15. 

Fifthly, they look, more atthe things which are [een , then the 
things which are not feen : contrary co what the Apofile faith , 
2 Cor, 4. 18, while we looked unos at the things which are feen, but 
at the things which are not : for the things whicharefeen are 
Temporall , but thethings which are not [een are Eternall ; chere- 
fore all fuch who live in pleafure are dead while they are alive , 
1 Jim, 26, for the world paffeth away, and the glory thereof , 
1 John 2.16,17. | | 

Sixthly and lafuly, becaufe tke way of the Lord is fo narrow and fo 
ftraic, that men and women living in profainnefs,cannot walk there- 
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menketh bimfelf-« prey. [farah 59.15. Likewile che 
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13. for'asthe Prophet faith, He that departeth from 
Apottie 
feich,thar all that will be godly in< {ball [uffer perfecu- 
tion; 2-1 2m.3.12. and forjche preventing of mittakess ihall anfwer 


fome Queltions which do arife upon this difcourfe. ¥ 202 .. 
Qaeft. Wiether none be fic to preach the Gofpel but fiuch 


who have the P.vine pare? 


Anfo proved that none are fit co ceach chat parc 
but fuch who nave it, and'thac bécaufe they chac have it not. cannot 


erftandingly but bittosically, waich was noc the practife of chz 
ervants of the. Lord of old 5 but lec not any think that I am azainit 


rene them{zives inthe bare'reading and calkin2 of the Lo:dand his 
people, not/minding whecher they - are fuch thac che Lord will ac- 
eidetedes inthe day when he will bind up his Jewels $ -for Chrilt 
will fay to many in chat day, Depart froms me ye workers of iniguity 


Eknow you! not therefore if men and women wonld have God 


except them in that day they muft do will dere on earth, and fo 
bear his reproach withouc the Camp 5 A4ath. 7. 21, 22, 23; 
24525326. 1 Cor. Heb.» 3, 13,14. Alfo Chrift faith, They 


that {ay and de not are of their Father the Devil, John 8. 44. Oh! 


what a miferable eftate fuch a-e in who pray co God to forgive them 
as they forgive others, when as they do not forgive che leaft offence 
done to them , but feek co be revenged, Math. 18. 3243334035 
therefore lec all fuch who pray or call God Father , confider well 
what they fay, leaft they be found lyars, as che Jews were, who {aid 
God was their Father, ver. 42. But Je(us (aith unto them, If God 


were your Father ye would love me; And if any would know what ic 
ig co love God, Chcilt anfwers them, Joh» 14.14,15, /f ye love me - 
>> pa Commandements, and compared with chap. 10.15. ver. 7.” 


10. 12, 14. alfo that chat Spiric chat is a perfecuting one is nor 


— of God; for che Spirit of Chrift is love, ver. 16,17. and che Sricic 
~ of the world is hacred,v. the 18,19. alfe fee Gal.where God makes 


diftinétion between the Spirie of God, and che fpiric of the world, 


- 2, Qaeff. Muftall'things be done in chat Spiric of love believe- 
insly? 


 Anfw. That whichis not of faith is fin, Rows.1.4:23.and for men 
to {peak againg fin and live in fia, cannot chufe but be fin; Rom.2.1. 
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reading or {peaking from Hiftory, buc chis I obferve, chac men con-— 
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Are none fit to teach but faithful men ? 
Anjw. Such only are appointed thereunto by God, although fome'do 
prefume to- preach who know not God, -nor obey not his Gofpel but 


* the Lord willreprovefuch fays che Scriptures, John 10.6, 12. Pfal. 50. 


60. 2 Tim. 2.19. | | 
4. Queft. Arenot fuch who are great Scholers, faichful men, and able 
_A»{w. Men may have much of that, and yet unfic co call Ch ift Lord, 
but Jet fuck well confider chisScvipture, 1 Cor. 3, 23. from which-words 
it is to be obferved, that men may have underftanding: and knowledge, 
and Faith fo as 10 remove mountains, and yet want love or chavity, which 


is the Divine part, and iffo,then menmay have che humane part, which - 


is but inferior co gifts ; and yet withouc this immortal feed, which is the 
love of God feen in the foule, which is kind and chinketh no hurt, yea 
ic is chat which hideth a multituce of fin, or thac good Oynement 


_ that healech the foul, and as wifdom faith ic is as ferong as death, and in- 
deed many waters cannot quench it, neither can the Houds drown it, So- 


lomons (ong 8. 6,7. corr pared with ch.r. 2, 3, 4. and as che Aroftle faith, 
love 1s ,there God, I John 4 7: 8, IO,1I;12. 
5- Queé?. What things are thofe that are fo hard ro be underftood by 
the unlearned ? 
_ As{w. They-are many,but in chief this was and is amyftery, for men 
to account the long-futtering of the Lord to be falyation, 2 Pet.3.-15. as 
appea eth alfo fromver.g. where Peterfaith, that He, to wit, the Lord 
is no: lack concerning his promife, as fome men count flacknefs, tut 
to us ward, not willing that any perifh but that all 
flould come torepentaace: fochat he reafon why che Lord {tays fo long, 
is not becavfe heis flack, but becaufe thar when he doth come the fecond 
tme-without fin to falvarion, Helr.9. He wight Judge righteoufly, and 
jaftly Acts ¥7.31. that is to fay, that he might grve gernal life, yeaa 
Crown anc that not only te Paul, but all tho'e that love his appearing, 


2 Tim. 4.6. and wast patiently for the (ame. Heb. 10, as alfo didthe 
Prophets, Heb. r1.alio Peter faith 2 Pet.3:2. thar may be mudful of 

ets, and of com- 
mardeme:tsofus the Apoftlesof the Lordgnd Savionr. And indeedthe 


the words which were [pok ex before, by the holy Prap 


Commander which Peter wich che refe received commands from is Jefus. 


Mat.-28. 15; 20, 21. afd in this name jefus, isthe power and, authority 
by whicn the Seints preach from, or by; and nor by outward force or 
power, as Kings, Etnperours, Parliaments and the like as ye fay, ‘that jn 
| this name che Saints preach repentance and remiffion of fins, and Baprifm, © 
and breaking of Bread,and in fo the y do not only hold forth his firft 
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(8) 
coming and fuffering , but alfo his fecond rerfonalt and glorious appear- 
ing + at Which time, he will be King over all the earch, yea arthat cime 
the whole earth will be at reft, Daz.7.27. Ifa.4.7. Yea this isthe 
time that the meek [hall inherit the earth, Afat. 5. 5. Buc this is a hard 
thing for the unlea‘ned tourderftand ; but plainly to fuch who are ac- 
with che nrfiestesof the Kingdome , AZat. 13. 11. Col. 2.9, 
10. and for the proof hereof I thall ofer fome reafons, and chat becaufe 
there are fore honeft hearted,as I judge are ignorant in this thing,name-_ 
ly the perfonall re'gne of Chrift on the earth with che Saints , Lake 1, 
34. Revel. 5.10. Rev. 20. 4.7. 

Firft, becaufe his appearing will be vifible as his aflention was,4.1. 
11. This fame Jefus which is takenupfrom you into Heaven, fhall fo 
come in like manner as ye have feen go into Heaven; fo that he will 
- come in like manner. 

‘Secondly, it appearecth becaufe he was man in his Affention , and nor 
a fpirit as fome then did and now do fuppofe; Lwke 24. 37. ver{e 39. 
He fafth, Cehold my hands and feet thas it 1s I my{elf, handle me and (ee, 
fer a {pirit hath not flefh and bones as ye [ee me have. 

Thirdly, becaufe he eats of the broyled fith and honey comb, ver. 41. 
42.43. fo that it doth appear plainly , chat the erue Chrilt , che Saviour 

of the world is man flefh and bone, having a reall body as well as a mifti- 
call one, to wit the Church, Eph. 5.23.25. but as che Ayoftle faich , 
ver.32. this is a great miftery,I {peak as concerning Chritt & the Church. 

Fourthly , becaufe his fufferings was vifible , for his enemies did fee 
him with their bodily eyes, Luke 4. 20. compared with AZat. 27, 27; 
58. and fo the 48. alfo fee Luke. 49. 

Fifthly, becaufe Chnftfaid co the High Preift, Afat. 26.64. Hear- 
after (hall ye fee the Son of max fitting onthe right hand of pewer|, and 
coming inthe Clouds of Heaven, and then that promife (hall pe fulfilled, 
faith they,fhall look, upon him whom that they have pierced and neourn 
alfo fee Zach.12. 10. cap.13.verfe 6.in thefe words,and one (hall [ay unte 
him, what are thee wounds inthy hands, chenhe {hall anfwer thefe with 
which I was wounded in the houfe of my friends, but left any fhould 
further queftion whether his wounds remained after his Refurreétion fee 

Johx 20. 25. where T homsas faith co the Deciples', except I (hall fee bis 
hands, the print of the nailes, and thruft my hand inte his fide, I will not 


beleive, then faith Chrift, verfe 27. Reach heithér thy finger and behold 


my bands, andreachheither thy hand and thruft it into my fide, and be 
not faithle[s, bat belerving alfe, fee Rev. 1.7. 
Sixthly and laftly, becaufe che Apofttes and Deciples of Chrift, — : 
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| (9) 
had che [pirit of faith, whereby trey could call God'Father , and Chrift 
Brother, Gal. 6. 4. Rom, 8.14,15, 16,17. did wait to fee him, 
John 3. 2. Likewile Peter faith, 1 Pet. 1.8. whom having not feen, 
ye love, ix whom though now ye [ee him not, yet believing ye rejoyce with 
joy un{peakable aud fall ef glory. So that the Saincs in whom Chrift dwele 
in theic hearts by faith, E/a. 3.17. did wait to fee him perfonafly as I 
I have already fhewed, buc withal mind what Chritt faidco his Defciples, 
Mat. 26.29. But I [ay usto you, I will not drink henceforth of this 
fruit of the Viney until that day when I drink, with you inmy Fathers 
Kingdom but fome hath faid, this wine is the Spirit. To which | aniwer 
ic could not be fo, and chat for thefe Reafons, — 3, 
Firft, Becaufe that Wine which Chritt did drink with his Difciples, was 
the fame chat Paw/ advifed the Church of che Corinths to hold forth for 
Chrifts death, and fecond coming with breaking of bread, 1 Cor. 11. 26. 
So that ic cannot be meant che Spiric, and thac becaufe none were fit ro 
dr‘nk of this Wine in rememb:ance of Corift, buc fuch who were fille 
with the Spirit or love of God before. 
Secondlv, Ir cannot be Wine myftical, and chat becaufe fome was drunk 
therewith, 1 Cor. 11. 21. mark char. 
Thiccly, Ic alfo appearech not to be fo, from what Paw/ writ to the 
E phefians, 5.18. Be not drunk with Wine wherein is exce{s, but.be filled 
withthe Srivit therefore that Wine which Chrift drunk with his Diici- 
ples, and vave coem charge co remember him by, as Paws/ faith, was noc 
the Spiric. | 
Fourthly and laftly, becaufe Chrift and his Difciples are to drink of 
thar Wine new in his Fathers Kingdom, fpoken in Math. 26. 24. So 
thac it cannot be mean¢ che Spirit, for chat was never decayed, buc the 
Vine from which chat Wine came is decayed, as well as che reft of the 
plants, the earth being underth: Genefis 3. 17, 18. bucit fhall be 
reftored when rhis promife is made good, Zachary 8. 12. compared with 
thefe Scriptures, J/a. 55.13. Abs 3. 19. 21. Rom. 8, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23 


6. But cto come to the fixth Queftion, which is, Whether it be fafe 
and lawful cor Tradef-men and labouring mien, to preach Chrift and his 
Doétrine ? | 
Anfw. The Lord makes no difference of men, as upon that account, 
and as for chofe mens approbation who are out of che wifdom of God, ic 
is of no concernment, for Peter faich in his firlt Epiftle cap. 4. v. ro. 
As every man hath received the gift even [o minifter the {ame one to axo - 
ther, as good Stewards of the grace of God. And Jude faithalfo 
2 fa 


« 


in ver. 20. But ye beloved build mp ene another in your moft holy Faith, 
compared with Koms. 12. 6, 7; and indeed did men but read the Scrip- 
tures warily, they might find that chere was feveral labouring men chat 
were approved on, and were very eminent in the work of che Lord, for 
example, David a Shepherd, 2 Sam. 7.8. Amos a Heard{iman, cap.7.15. 
Peter and job« Fithermen. and Panl/ a Tentmaker, Aéts 
19.3. and many n,ore might be named, duc if chac which faith, 
20, 33> 34,35. were it buc faithfully confidered, ict need net be a 
Queftion, as alfo, whether it be fafe co meet in houfes, fee Aéts 28. 30, 
34. where Pau/ dwelt two whole years in his own hired houfe, and imic 
preached the Kingdom of God, anddo not fome condemn Paul and o- 
thers in what they fay in chis day, bur I muft fay fuch err nor knowing 


_ the Scriptures, nor- che power, and wifCome of God, asfome did, Afatrh. - 


22.29. and therefore ic were well ifmien would leave off Scoffing, at che 
way and people of che Lord, | | 

But fome will fay, doth not theScriptures allow of a maintenance for 
fuch thac are Gofpell-Minifters 2 
An{w. Yea, but what that is, and frem whom is the queftion. Firlt, ic 
iswhat the people will freely give. Secondly, thofe chat are bound 
by God to give, are chofe that reap of thefe fpiricual chings, and not of 
Alfotchac Tyches cannot be provedto be dueto 
the Minitiers of Chrift, and if ic could, I am fure that che ends for which 
ic was firftgiven are.not minded, nor obferved by chofe that do take 
them, and by force 5 for when Jacob had given Levs no inheritance but 
the Tenths of what his brethren had, he ordered that rhe Fatherleffe and 
Widdow, and the Stranger fhould be relived out of it, Dew.t14.29. Alfo 
if Tythes be now in force, then why not the whole Law ? And further 
this I fay touching the relief of fuch Gofpel Minifters, that if the people 
to whom they are related do not fupply their wants, they err. Alfo thac 
fuch Minifters as can maintain themfelves, either. by labour as Paw/ did, 
ot by having an intericance,they ought; I fay ic is a more bleffed thing to 
ceive then to receive, tut not to do it by robbery. 


Queft. 7. Will not reading the Scriptures make men and women wife 


to falvation cogather with hearing, preaching and praying ? 


Axn{w. All chofe that-read, or hear, or pray, or preach, if they regard 


in:quity in their hearts, the Lord will noc except them, nor own their 
worfhip ; yeaall chat fuch do in worthip co God, is abominable unto the 
Lord, Prev.28.9. J/a.15. and therefore if men would be blefled in 
gheir reading, hearing, praying of preaching, they muft fee that they do 
according co what cheLord faith, Rev.1.3. Jam.-1. 22. 23.. 2 Tim. 


2.19.° 


| 


| 
2.19. Pfal. 50. 23. Andindeed as the Apoftle faith, 2 Tim. 3.15. 
The scriptures are able to make the man of God wife to {al vation, thorow 


faith which in Christ Jefws. And that men may not deceive them- 


felves, ler thefe Scriptures be confidered : Jami. 1.22. and 25. So that 
co be wife £0 falvation, is to believe fo, as ro bring forth fruits unco life, 
CMatt.7. 1. 17. lat. 1.16.4, 5. 
Queft. 8. How doth it appear, feeing that fome fay they are a 
dead letret ? 
An. Ic dothappear that thofe who have for fome time read the Scrip- 
tures to no purpofe, do endeavonr ,to lay the faulc’ on che Scriptures 5 


but thac will noc ferve , and indeed it is ufual for men to.excufethem- _ 
-felves, by laying the faulc upon fomething they fhould not, as Adam 


did, Gen. 3.12. when he faid to God, The woman that thou gaveft me, 
did give me, and I did eat, laying the faulconthe woman,and fo confe- 
quently in the Lord ; and fo doth the Drunkard and the Glutton , when 
they have eaten and drunken too much, then they will fay by way of ex- 
cufe, that che drink was very good, and the meat was very ood which 
did invsce them co it 5 but this is a bad requital for good things 3 and as 
for the making it appear chat the Scriptures are able to make men wife 
unto falyation, through faith in Chrifc ; I fhall ofter fome reafens for the 
proof thereof, | 

1. Becaufe in them 1s retorded che will and ceftimony of Jefus, or {pi- 
rit of promife, John 5. 39. 46, 47, 48. Rev. 19.10. 

2. Becaufe they are a crue Declaration of things, commanded tobe 
obferved nowin this age , as well as ofthines promifed, Rev. 1.19. 
2 Cor.17.1. 1 Cor. 14: 37: 

3. Becaufe thereinis declared thac their word of Prophefie fpoken of 
by Peter 2 Pet. 3. 19. and cap. 3. 8. 4. it appears to be fo, for faith he, 
this fecond Epiftle beloved, I now write unto? you , in both which I fut 
up your pure mindes by way of rememberances 5 and in verfe'rhe fecond, 
he advifech them to be mindful of che words that were f;oken by the ho- 
ly profits, and ofthe Commandements of the holy Apofiles, and indeed 
what they {poke was a more fure word “of Prophefie, vouching Chrifts 
being the only Son’of God , yeamore fure then what was {poken in che 
Mount, all thought by God himfelf; 2 Pet. 1.16.17, 18. andchatpe- 
caufe men might defend one another by the devices of Satan, 2 Cer. 2. 
1x. andcap. 11.§. 14. but the Scriptures are an andeniable ceftimony., 
cowithftand men and Divels, yea all thofe that catl them a dead lecrer 
(and their dead letter ) therefore Pand {faith 2 Thef. a. Be defenled 
neither by {psrit nor by Epiftle, 8c. 


4-And | 
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Andiaftreafon , is, becaufe the very end why they were written 
was tor che Saints, learning and admonition and comfort, yea thereby the 
Saints save hope, Rom. 13.41. Cor.10,1x. and indeed this doth fur- 
ther appea. from is written by Chrilt, in his ficlt Epiftle , C hap. 
11,12. wheel do objerve thefe two things:  Firft, . [har {aric 
which dwelt n the Prophecs. is the Spirie of Chrift. Secondly , Thac che 
Prophets did silutiter or declare unco rhe Apoftles, cogether wich all 
Saincs, cha: taere would be a glorious eftate after {uffe ing cime was 
om confideration, Pet. v. 13. gives an exhortation co gird, 
-giace that is brought unco you at che Revelation of Jefus Chrife. Likes 
wifein v. 10. Of which falvation the Prophets have enquired. Andin 
v.7. in the lacter parc he {peaks of che Saints glory,and honour, at the Ap- 
pearing of Jefus Chrift. 

| Quest. 9. Who are thofe chat wreft the Scriptures to their own de- 
ftruction ? 

An{w. They are fuch who obey not God nor his Gofpel, 2 The/. 1.8, 
Alfo fuch as {peak evil of things chey underftand nor, and thall urte.ly 
their own Corruption 2 Pet. 12. 14. and fococne endof the 
Chapter. 

a Querie Lait, Have the Minifters of Chrift an infallible Spiric 

Anfw, The Minifters of Chrift are fuch as walk by an infal!:b!z Spi- 
rit, the Spirit of truch, which leadech them into all truch; but tse Mini- 
 feers of Satan are {uch asteach for Doétrine che cradicions of men: and 

becaufe they {peak of che world, che world heareth them, AZare. 15. 6, 

John 4, 5. and all that the beft of Saints do in many chines, or of- 
fend; yeticisnoc with cheir mind or purpofe of hearts Rom, 20. 2, 
for when they do offend either God or man, they areto judge them- 
felyes; 1 Cor. 11. 31. and fo having their eye fingle , their whole body 
remaines full of light, AZat. 6. 22, 23, neither do they fin, becanfe grace 
doth aboundias fome furmifed, Rom. 3. 5. 

And fo having given afaichfull accounc of what I have feen, as being 
on my watch, for indeed I am required to behave my felf (as a good Soul- 


diet) Tim. 2.3. Therefore I fhall offer fome words of advice rothe | 


Reader, and all chat are concerned herein. 


1. My advife is, as I {tand in che Lord, that thou do’ft not defpife char 


which I have written, leaft thou perifh thereby : (or in defpif-ng be de- 
fpifed) bute enter inco a faichfull examination of chy felf whil fc its called 

to day, for the Lord will not alwaies ftrive with chee by his Servants, or 
byhis fpiric, and if thou do‘ft find upon confideration chat thou 
erred, 


) the loins of your mind, and be fober, ard hope till the end: for the’ 
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(x | 
erred, turn co the Lord, for with 33), Mercy, chat he may be feared, 
Pfal. 62.12. Prov 16.6, 7,38, 9. and 16.to0 24, and with all, if thou 
art one who hath much of the humane part, andin chat bath built chy 
confidence ; fee thy portion in ver{. 25. Oh be not deceived, neither 
| deceive thou others any longer » for if chow haft not the Divine parr, 
thou canft not fee God, Heb. 12.14. Heb. rt. 6. and indeed the 
Humane or Hiftorical Parc wichout the Divine Part, will be to thee in 
the Day when the Lord will make a feparation between min and man, or 
make up Jewels, as a broken ftatt : Ye all chy Profetlion and Formalicy 
will come co nothing, for chou wilt be as a Wave tofed to and fro: Oh 

_ therefore lec the Rock of Ages be thy Foundation, that ic may go well 

with chee When the Floods and Waves of ungodbinefs doth arife, or 
in the hour of Temptation, ye alfo when the Lord will fay to fome, De- 
| part from me ye workers of Ixiquity, IT know you not, Mat. 7.23. com- 
| pate chap. 25. verf. 31) 32, 33> 34. and fotothe endof che Chapter. 
Oh chen, whac will be like a Portion in Jasobs God! 
. Secondly,A word of comfort to thofe whohave or hereafter fhall leav 
& “ke of trufting in lying vanities, ye all fuch as feek for wifdom as for hidden 
treafure : unto them the Lord will fay, Good and faithful fervanes, enter 
~- unto the joy of your Mafter, where there is forrow, all tears fhall be wi- 
ped away; and alchough their was much fin,yet it fhallnorbe remembreds_ 
yea this is the glory that the Angels did defire to fee, yea the Prophets. 
which {peaks of it would fain have feen it, 1 Pet. x. 10, 11, 12. Heb.r1. 
10. & 14. Rev. 7. 14, 14515,16,17. and indeed Peter {peaking of thofe 
olorious things which was promifedco the Saints, and advifes them co be 
iligent, 2 Pet. 3. yea chis glory that follows the fufferings of Saints, is 
unfpeakable ; and therefore I fhall leave che Reader to confider of rhefe 
few Scriptures touching the glorious eftate of the Saints, in rheir im- 
mortal e{tace, after their earthly houfes are diflolved, 2 Cer. 5: 1,2, 35 
4. Rev. 5- 10. Heb. 3. 12. Heb. ZI. T5 25 39 4) 7; IO, 22, 23) 25> 27. 


Rev. 22.152,3.4,5. 2 Tim, 3.11. 12. 1 Thef. 4. 16,17, 18. 1 John 
2, Rev. 8. 17,18. 


| ‘Written by one who isa Member of the Baptized People but. by 
fome in derifion called an Anabaptift. Richard Ireland, 
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Reader 

thou feet any miftakes through printing, in faithfulneffe correct ic 
thy felf, otherwife if chou judge it wane fome of the humane part to 

beautifieic. Ianfwer, chou muft noc expeét that from me; for its noc 


that 
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Feaier which Laime aty is che mark of the h callin 

Ane wWicial take 200d heed thing I poinced ats and be tke che. 
vee, and bs moc fialty (0 receive tefules forconi~ 
fool bei: eveth every word, but a wifeman proveth rhe 

matter, Pre. 14.5. ancindeed, if che Jewes hadweil coufideredwhac 
Moles forerol Chrift and che reft of the Apoftles, then: 
fumbled thedight as they do, forthey counted him, his'ways and peo- 
¥ ople to bebaic. and.mean3 and che rza(on was; com‘ly | 
tothe oucwacd eye, nor defirable, ye chis is {till che reafon,’ why the way 
ofthe Lord is pifeable, and his people fo conremprablero che migh=) 
Worldly, wi.emen, woo'count gan godlinefs but ‘the Lord wifl ‘con-: 
ys fauna the w:ifdom of the wile, ye. and that by the things which are nec. 
 agcounred of inthe world 5. Therefore fee thefe Scriptures, 47-13. 
Ma. 44. 45- 56. 10. a.8.' ‘9. Cor. 1.20.26. 
Whereas tome chink tnae.I and others do medile in the things of 
‘God our of pride; 1 -Anfwer.as for my own parr. I canfay ffomthe wuth 
my heart; the'reafoh why I cannot ttand by thofe things which fome: 
defire is,bécaufe cannot have: peace info doing ; for it is.mcicher learn-; 
g nor Iearned men,” Magittrates or any. orher that Lhave j any. prejutlice: 
CO8Ye Ucan fay thar do follow and defice ro follow peace with alf men; 

whatever the learned may invent againit me and orhers,to ftir: 
_ pp the Magiftrares. to perfecute us, it isnot ifram:God bur fron sarans 
bur. with that ctiele Scriptuces were well confidered, «Lake '9. 
295:30.: Afat7: 12. Andias for thofe chat would have. 
@etichang’d out.of che way right or wrong, they know nde what theydo,» 
theirapifery is at hand, 2. 12.17.) Adal. 4.:1. and fet Secinas' 
would. haye'meé go to Prifon for not honouring that.proud:thing in man ;: 
Gonfider fuch whe condemn men witheat bane dosnor-do cons, 
teary aincgichac :Law. fpoken of by Chrift,- Adat. T9.do as we would. 
bavi orhers de unte hs and for my parc, where men nftand in che Wefdonr 
of God; acc or others; «learned ot,unlearned, give 
according. to-che Gouncel of grayhairs 
le, ifthey be found in Righteoufrefs, but'astohonourmen 
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